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The protocol of diagnosis and treatment guideline of oral and maxillofacial arteriovenous malformations Division
of Vascular Anomalies, Chinese Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Chinese Stomatological Association.

[Summary] Arteriovenous malformations (AVMs) are congenital vascular anomalies featured by hypertrophied inflow
arteries shunting through a primitive vascular nidus into tortuous dilated outflow veins. No intervening capillary bed is
present. AVMs had lower rate of incidence, and accounted for 1.5% of all vascular anomalies. About 50% of the lesions
were located in the oral and maxillofacial region. In spite of its congenital nature, 60% of the lesions were noted after
birth; the other lesions grow commensurately with the child and expand in the juvenile and adult. Trauma, partial
resection, ligation of the feeding artery, hormonal swings during puberty and pregnancy may cause a lesion to rapidly
expand. Interventional embolization is the primary modality of treatment for AVMs, and superselective placement at the
AVM nidus and selection of appropriate agents to destroy the endothelial cellularity were essential points for success.
Based on the published literatures and clinical experiences, we establish a diagnosis and treatment guideline in order to
provide a criterion for the management of oral and maxillofacial AVMs. This protocol will be renewed and updated to
include and reflect the cutting edge knowledge, and provide newest treatment modalities to benefit our patients.
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